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SUB J : RUMORED INCREASE IN PRICE OF BOOKS APPARENTLY TRUE 

1 . SUMMARY: IT IS NOW ALMOST CERTAIN THAT A RUMOR OF 
AN INCREASE IN THE PRICE OF BOOKS IS TRUE. AN EMPLOYEE 
OF ONE BOOKSTORE AND MANAGER OF ANOTHER CONFIRMED 
EARLIER RUMORS THAT THERE WOULD BE AN INCREASE IN THE 
PRICE OF BOOKS. END SUMMARY. 

2. BOOKSTORE EMPLOYEE CORROBORATED EARLIER RUMOR 
THAT A PRICE INCREASE FOR BOOKS OF "TWO TIMES" WILL 
OCCUR JANUARY 1. MANAGER OF ANOTHER BOOKSTORE WOULD 
NOT CITE A FIGURE BUT SAID THAT IT WOULD DEPEND ON 

THE DIFFERENT KINDS OF BOOKS. EMPLOYEE SAID THAT 
SCHOOL TEXTBOOKS WOULD BE EXEMPT. SHE DEMURRED WHEN 
ASKED IF POLITICAL BOOKS, AS RUMOR HAD IT. WOULD BE 
EXEMPT. A BOOKSTORE MANAGER SAID THAT ALL OF THE 
PAMPHLETS PRINTED ON CHEAP "GRAY" PAPER WOULD BE 
EXEMPT. 

3. IT IS DIFFICULT TO ESTABLISH THE EXACT TERMS OF 
THE PRICE INCREASE AND ALSO THE REASONS FOR IT. TWO 
REASONS CITED INCLUDE COMMERICAL ADVANTAGE AT AN 
INTENATIONAL BOOK FAIR TO BE HELD IN MOSCOW IN THE 
SPRING OF 1977 AND COST OF PRODUCTION, ESPECIALLY 

OF HIGHER-QUALITY PUBLICATIONS. AT TWO SOTES CONGEN 
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DURING PAST MONTH. QUERIED WHETHER PUBLISHERS MIGHT 
SIMPLY HOLD BACK FOR HIGHER JANUARY PRICES, SALESGIRL 
NOTED THAT AFTER ALT,. QTE WE HAVE OUR PLAN END QUOTE 
(PRESUMABLY TO BE FULFILLED). 

4. COMMENT: GIVEN LOW PRICE OF SOVIET BOOKS. COST 
ARGUMENTS SOUND CONVINCING AND AS OTHER SOVIET 
PRODUCTS, A COST-MOTIVATED PRICE INCREASE MAY WELL 
BE LONG OVERDUE. FURTHERMORE, AUTHORITIES MAY BE 
SEARCHING FOR THE LEAST CONTROVERSIAL PRICE RISES 
POSSIBLE, HAVING POINTED OUT IN THE PRESS THAT MORE 
BASIC CONSUMER GOODS ARE UNDERPRICED. END COMMENT. 
NEUBERT 
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